
Tenas Project –
Application Review Phase
Virtual Information Session
June 8, 2022 – 12:00 - 1:30 pm
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Virtual Information Session – Purpose and Goals
• Introduce you to the proposed Tenas Project and the 2002 

environmental assessment process in BC
• Describe the timelines and phases involved in environmental 

assessment
• Focus on the Application Review Phase
• Encourage you to submit comments through the Public Comment 

Period
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Visual Information Sessions Presentations

• These slides will be available soon on EAO’s project website: 

projects.eao.gov.bc.ca
search ‘Tenas Project’

http://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/
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Agenda

gov.bc.ca/eao – for more information on the Environmental 
Assessment Act

Topic Presenter

Welcome and overview of the session EAO

Environmental Assessment Overview EAO

Tenas Project and Application Overview TCL 

Q&A EAO and TCL

Closing EAO

http://www.gov.bc.ca/eao
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Submitting a question – this Virtual Information Session
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Submitting a question – this Virtual Information Session
Most helpful 
The comment is thoughtful and articulates a concern or 
opportunity with specific information to conduct further 
studies 

I am very concerned about the projects poteinal impacts to the 
Rainbow trout that found in Dash Creek. I've been fishing in the creak 
for the past 15 years. I don’t see them listed in the assessment report 

Helpful
The comment identifies a specific concerns or opportunity with 
general information conduct further studies 

I'm pretty sure the report is missing some fish species that tare found in 
Dash creek – there needs to be more studies.

Incomplete 
The comment identifies a non-specific concerns or opportunity 
with out any information to conduct additional  studies

I think the project will be bad for fish in the area.

Least Helpful
A statements for or against the project without any meaningful 
information to additional studies 

The project is terrible and bad for the environment. 

Not accepted Comments that contain profanity, derogatory comments, racist content or 
contain personal information that could identify an individual.
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Public Comment Period: May 19 – July 3, 2022

• Seeking input on the Application Review Phase 
• Provides insight into the public’s interests, values, and 

concerns
• Comments provided to TCL for response
• Official public record
• Comments are accepted via online form and via mail

gov.bc.ca/eao - click ‘Commenting on Projects’

http://www.gov.bc.ca/eao


Environmental Assessment Act (2002)
OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS

www.eao.gov.bc.ca
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Purpose of an Environmental Assessment 
• Environmental Assessment Act (2002)
• Assess environmental, economic, health, social & heritage effects 
• Identify ways to prevent, minimize or avoid adverse effects 
• Support participation of interested parties  
• Support reconciliation with Indigenous nations and fulfill Crown’s legal duties
• Develop proposed terms and conditions for an Environmental Assessment Certificate
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• To review the Application and ensure that critical issues are fully 
understood and addressed, with the goal of minimizing or avoiding 
adverse effects

• To enable the EAO to determine the potential for significant adverse 
environmental, economic, social, heritage or health effects, taking into 
account mitigation measures

• To assess the project’s potential for impacts to Indigenous nations
• To provide Ministers with EAO’s assessment of the residual adverse 

effects of the project, and any proposed conditions for Ministers’ 
consideration

Purpose of Application Review
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Working Group 
• The Working Group is the principal forum for the technical review of the 

proposed project.
• Provides advice to the EAO and the Proponent on technical issues that fall 

within each Working Group member’s mandate.
• The EAO invites representatives from Indigenous nations, provincial and 

federal agencies, health authorities, and local/regional governments to 
participate.

• The Working Group engages in a thorough, technical review of the 
Application and provides advice to the EAO on the Assessment Report.



15

Indigenous Nations

• Review technical information in the Application and the EAO’s draft 
Assessment Report as WG members

• Engage in the issues resolution process
• Engage directly with the EAO through consensus seeking and co-drafting 

opportunities for the assessment of effects on their interests or review 
and provide feedback on the EAO’s draft of the assessment

• Opportunity to provide the EAO with a separate submission (to be 
included in the Decision Package) regarding their views on EAO’s 
Assessment Report, including consent or lack of consent to the issuance of 
an Environmental Assessment Certificate
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Public Engagement
• Three opportunities for comment:

• draft Application Information Requirements
• Application Review 
• EAO’s draft Assessment Report and 

Conditions
• In-person engagement or alternative 

engagement approaches, such as this virtual 
open house

projects.eao.gov.bc.ca– search ‘Tenas’ Project

https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/
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Public Engagement

• May 19– July 3, 2022
• Feedback from all interested parties
• Proponent responds to comments
• Provide insight into the public’s interests, values, concerns, and 

questions and informs the development of the EAO’s Assessment 
Report and proposed conditions

• EAO considers all feedback in the development of draft materials
• Comments are accepted via online form or by mail
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Public Engagement

The EAO is specifically requesting comments regarding the following:

• Are the environmental, economic, social, heritage and health effects 
appropriately assessed and understood? 

• If not, what information is needed?



Closing and next steps
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Next Steps in the Process
Activity Target Date Range

First public comment period: On the Application May 19 to July 3, 2022

Second public comment period: On the EAO’s decision materials To be confirmed 
(targeting October 2022)

Referral to Ministers for decision
To be confirmed 
(targeting November 
2022)
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Next Steps for the Public during Application Phase

• Please provide your public comments by July 3, 2022
• Comments are accepted via online form, via mail
• Go to gov.bc.ca/eao - click ‘Commenting on Projects’ for more 

details

http://www.gov.bc.ca/eao


Submitting a public comment during the Public Comment Period

1. Go to gov.bc.ca/eao - click ‘Commenting on Projects’

2. Click on the “Submit and View Comments” button, a new window will open then click on 
the “Submit Comment” button.

http://www.gov.bc.ca/eao


Submitting a public comment during the EAO Public Comment 
Period

3. Click on “Next”, fill out the required information and click “Submit”.



Thank you!

For more information or to submit a comment for the 
Tenas Project – Application Phase

please go to EAO’s website:
www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca

www.eao.gov.bc.ca

http://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/
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